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DRAFT 8 Dec 58

Ltr fr to My. Roob

it has been reported to me that both Alr Foree and our own
inteyrest in the securlity sspects of the W8-11lTL progrsm heve resulted in
an improved situstion and & general tightening up. However, in
this conneotion, articlea which sppear in news medla referring to
WE-11TL eause me continuing coneern., While I recognise that we are
not responsible for nor eun we control the skiliful, speculative
probing of good techmical veporvers, we must nevertheless do our very

best to prevent the exposure of the highly semsitive projects in

which wve are engaged. In this comnection, one of the most slarming
agpocts is the frequency with which speculstion eppesrs relstive to
"Sky Sples.” Since it has now been relessed openly that the Thor
boasted portion of our program {(now called DISCOVERER) is oriented

1o serve other valid objectlves, 1t sppears that our security problem
can be divided into two portioms vhich may make their solution

somevihiat easiex.

NRO review(s) completed.
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As you and & limited mmber of other people are aware, therve
are some paylosds in the DISCOVERER program which are quite sensitive
and have to do with the militaxry exploitation of space cepabilities
for objectives other than reconnaigesnce. We need to bear continuously
in mind that we and the Aly Force run the risk of having the DISCOVERER
program drastically iaterferved with or reduced if idls speculstion
csuses spprebension by those who have suthorized the semsitive payloads
that thelr resl purpose may Le politically umechievable through
association in the public mind with a reconnaisssnce cbjlective.

As to the SENTRY series, it is commonly accepted by the newe
medis (slthough without officiel basis) that its purpose 1s recounaisssnce.
Your key pecple should recognize that the security problem surrcunding
the mation's first reccnnaissance efforts with satellites are not only
military tut politicel. Even though ve may have a technicelly

perfected syetem, we may not be permmitted to use it if 14le apsculation
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hes srcused public sentiment in this country sad abroad to the
extent mtitammeaWuQM%Mmmm
gesture. Most press speculastion cultivates such fear. It is,
therefore, epcumbent upon us thet we be more than uguslly cereful in
pecurity provisions sppliceble to our BERTRY paylowsds.
The above thoughts sre important to us gt Lockheed not only
from a nationel interest point of view btut also for strictly corporate
reasons. We can be proud of our perforwance in the past relative
4o especially secure progrems. We wish to cultivete to the msximum
extent possible & reputation for hendling such programs with the greatest
discretion and with s meximum degree of real security. As you know
this is a ALfficult thing to 4o in the avistion industry and &
reputation of this kind will be veletively wnique and will aid us in
further work of sny kind requiring these gualifXications.
vmmmmmemesem%smmemmmmm

persomnel in the X A branch?
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